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CHAPTER      19

The Matter of Life

THE   FIRST   STEPS

OF   PHYSIOLOGY

God has made everything out
of nothing. But Man He made
out of everything.

PARACELSUS

>he unfavorable decision of the Nuremberg
Council had produced the Paragranwn. What next? Paracelsus
was as isolated, destitute and helpless as ever. He turned to St.
Gall where his old friend and teacher, Vadianus (page 31), was
acting mayor during the fatal illness of Christian Studer. Vadi-
anus was an eminent scholar and a personal friend of the Swiss re-
former, Ulrich Zwingli, As a humanist, he condemned all
sectarianism, gave asylum to refugees from persecution, and
shielded the local Anabaptists. He referred the ailing mayor,